PRINCIPLES OF WOOL COMBING

CHAPTER I
WOOL
THE pressure of competition has necessitated the
subdivision of the worsted industry into so many separate
processes, and each of them is now treated so scientifi-
cally, that it is impossible for one man to master all
the intricate technicalities of each process, and also to
acquire the practical knowledge which only comes from,
years of experience. In order to secure the best results
it is clearly desirable that certain men should become
specialists in each of the different branches; and it
must not be forgotten that an acquaintance with previous
and after processes enables a man to treat every lot
which passes through his department in the way best
suited to its character, and with due regard to its final
use and destination.
In certain trades it is well known that some classes
of wool are absolutely fatal to the finish which is neces-
sary on the cloth, although no one could detect the
difference in the tops if the wools were judiciously
blended before combing. On the other hand, there are
wools of exceptional value to the spinner and manufac-
turer, which show very little sign of their qualities in
the appearance of the top made from them.
Some years ago there were many firms in Bradford
which were equipped to take the raw material through
every process until it was made into cloth, and in firms
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